










1.3. Advisory Board 

The Institute is grateful for the valuable contribution of its expert Advisory Board comprised of Members who are appointed 

as nominees for a number of representative parties. 

During 2021, the composition of the lnstitute's Advisory Board was as follows: 

• Professor John Williams (Chair);

• The Honourable David Bleby QC, nominee of the Vice Chancellor and President of the University of Adelaide;

• The Honourable Justice Tim Stanley, nominee of the Chief Justice of South Australia;

• Mr Dini Soulia, nominee of the Attorney-General of South Australia;

• Mr Terry Evans, nominee of the Law Society of South Australia;

• Mr Stephen McDonald, nominee of the South Australian Bar Association;

• Professor Melissa de Zwart, nominee of the Dean of the Adelaide Law School (to 28 August 2021 ); and

• Ms Aimee Travers, jointly appointed additional member.

Professor Melissa de Zwart, the Dean of the Adelaide Law School, left the University at the end of August 2021 and thus 

stepped down as the Dean's nominee on the Advisory Board. The Institute thanks Professor de Zwart for her input and 

expertise and support of SALRI activities during her time as both the Dean of the Adelaide Law School and as an Advisory 

Board Member. A suitable replacement will be sought when a permanent Dean is appointed. 

The terms of the MoU require a minimum of three meetings per year. In accordance with this requirement, the lnstitute's 

Advisory Board met on 2 July 2021 (electronic update), 13 September 2021 and 11 November 2021 (electronic update). 

2. Funding

2. 1. New Research Funding

During the Reporting Period, no new research funding was obtained as the Institute had significant ongoing work which 

limited its ability to take on any additional references, and thus secure any additional funding. 
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3.3. Witness Competence 

This reference was received from the then Attorney-General, the Hon Vickie Chapman MP, on 19 November 2018, inviting 

the Institute to inquire into, and report on, the utility of competence testing and the distinction between sworn and unsworn 

evidence, pursuant to section 9 of the Evidence Act 1929 (SA). No formal resources were provided for the Institute to carry 

out this project, so limited residual funds have been used to progress this project between other references. The Institute is 

particularly grateful for the generous voluntary contributions of the Hon David Bleby QC and the Hon Geoff Muecke for their 

ongoing work on this project. 

The completion of this project has encountered several delays, including the COVID -19 situation, a lack of specific project 

funding and other references requiring more immediate attention\ however, the Institute was able to progress background 

research on several issues and drafting of several chapters of the report during the Reporting Period. Due to the limited 

availability of researchers and funding, the report is still incomplete. This project is also examining aspects of the lnstitute's 

previous report on oaths in court.5 It is hoped to complete this Report in 2022 once time and resources become available.

4 Notably, the Abortion reference during 2019, the Powers of Attorney reference during 2019 - 2020 and the
Communication Partners reference during most of 2021. 

5 South Australian Law Reform Institute, Witness Oaths and Affirmations (Final Report 3, February 2016).
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